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Objectives

Unit 8: Fundamentalisms

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be aware of the following

ldentify

Realize

Variety within Islam c thought and practice

I nt erchangeability of ternms used to describe Mislim
mlitant fundanentalist schools of thought

D fferences between Muslimrevivalists and extrem st
fanatics

Emotionally charged political nature of the term
terrorist when paired with Islam

Private, personal dinensions of |Islamas practiced
by many adherents

Reasons for the resurgence of Islamc Fundanmental i sm

Contribution of mlitant Islanm s successes in Iran
and Af ghanistan to fanatic extrem sts

Af ghani stan’ s Tal i ban novenent

Western values commonly rejected by Arab
traditionalists

Differing Mddle East nation/state responses to the
Vst

Rel i gi ous national i sm
Muslimrevivalists
Tal i ban

| slam ¢ radical fanatics
MIlitant Islamsts

MIlitant Islamis but a segnent of the |arger
pi cture of world-w de Islam

Many mlitant |slam sts enbrace aspects of
secul ari st, nodern thought

Ever changing, fluid nature of many fanatical groups
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Not all Arabs | ook favorably upon the West

MIlitant extrem smmy serve as a rallying point for
di scontented mnorities in Mddl e East
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“Most Muslins are inpressed by the irony of the
West’s current concern with Islam c fundanental i sm
given that, for the greater part of the Cold War, |slam
was perceived as a faithful Western ally sharing an
aversion to godl ess conmmuni sm”

-- Mushahid Hussain, “Cold War Against Islam” Far
Eastern Economi ¢ Review, 2 July 1992, p. 22.

“W need to be careful of that enotive
| abel , fundanentalism and distinguish,
as Muslins do, between revivalists, who
choose to take the practice of their
religion nost devoutly, and fanatics or
extrem sts, who use this devotion for
political ends.” Prince of Wiles,
“I'slam and the West,” |1 QRA p. 18.

There is no single Islamc voice. Mislins are as

di verse as each of the countries in which they |ive.
As wth other major religions of the world, the degree
and intensity of practice by Mislimadherents vari es.
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For clarification, the followi ng chart nay assi st
in plotting various Islamc schools of thought.

nom nal i sts noder at es fundament al i sts extrem sts
traditionalists fanatics
unconprom sers radi cal s
revivalists | sl am sts
mlitants
renegades
“politicized
| sl anf

Most of the Anerican nedia attention given |slam
focuses on the radical, extrem st edge. Such
characterizations do not treat the majority of Islamc
adherents.

Because the nedia treats fundanentalist and
extrem st Islamso extensively, this section primarily
seeks to understand these schools of thought.

The perspective of Lt. Gen. Anthony Zinni, deputy
commander of U. S. Central Command, clarified the
fundanmental i st--extrem st distinction in a recent Arny
Times intervi ew.

“We're very careful to separate fundanentalismfrom
extrem sm .. Sone people relate fundanental i sm and
extrem smas being the sane. W don’t. There are
fundanentalists that are not violent, that are not
hostile, they just have a very conservative approach to
their religion. (18 Nov 96, p. 10.)

Schol ar Seyyed Nasr offers a healthy perspective
on the place of fundanentalist and extrem st novenents
within |Islam
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“Traditional Islamis |ike the
mount ai n on whose sl opes vari ous
geol ogi cal processes, such as
weat hering and sedi nentati on created
by streans, take place. It is these
processes that can be conpared to
noder ni sm fundanentalism and the
li ke and that are usually studi ed by
schol ars accustoned to the study of
change and oblivious to the vast,
per manent nountai n on whose sl opes
t hese changes are taking place.”

(“I'slanm in Qur Religions, p. 515)

There is variety within the fundanentalist and
extremst traditions. Author Judith MIler, in her
exhaustive study of Fundanentalisnms wthin the Mddle
East, finds mlitant Islamto becone “even nore
fragnmented and diverse,” distinct fromcountry to
country. (See God Has N nety-N ne Nanes, p. 14)

Il. Worldwide Religious Nationalism

Prof essor Mark Juergensneyer, in his book The New
Cold War, Religious Nationalism Confronts the Secul ar
State, sees fundanentalist Islam (Mislimreligious
nationalism within the context of a |larger, world-w de
resurgence of religious fundanentalism (ternmnmed
“religious nationalisni by Dr. Juergensneyer). The
University of Mnnesota s Caesar Farah agrees.
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“Fal ling back on religion is
not unique with Islam sts today.
[ Consider] India s xenophobic H ndu
nmovenent, Othodox Jews in Israe
demandi ng a religious state,
Buddhi sts in east Asia seeking the
same end. Catholics in eastern
Europe, Latin Anerica and the
Philippines, “all have turned to
their faith to define their goals
and to nmobilize.”” (“Political
D nensions of Islamc
Fundanental ism” Di gest of Mddle
East Studies, Spring 1996, p. 10.)

lll. Understanding Islamic Fundamentalism

Britain' s Lieutenant Commander Davi d Ki bbl e
categorizes various Muslimtypes by the follow ng three
axes.

1. The Religious Axis

Modernist Revivalist

“Modernist Muslins interpret their faith in terns
of nodern know edge. They tend to accept Western
scientific ideas--such as evolution--as well as the
political ideal of denpbcracy and wonen’ s enmanci pati on.
They interpret the Qur’an and Muslimtradition to
accommodat e their ideas.” (“Understanding
Fundanmentalism” MIlitary Review, Sep 95, p. 41.)

“I'Rlevivalists reject Western ideas and call for
restoring traditional Islamc ideas. They believe in
literal creation, accept the Qur’an as [God’ s] actual
writings which should be foll owed as such, and press
for an Islamc state based upon Sharia...Revivalists
are sonetines called fundanentalists because they w sh
to return to their faith’ s original tenets..
Fundanmentalism in its mlitant Islamc sense, is just
one variant of revivalism Revivalismmy al so be a
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gui etest type, which retains traditional religious
beli ef but espouses a less politically active stance.”

(p. 41.)

2. The Evangelical Axis

Private Faith Muslim State

“At one end is the Muslimwho
believes his faith is a purely
private affair, while at the other
is the Muslimwho believes [ God]
wants the whole world to becone a
Muslim state or series of states.”

(p. 41.)

3. The Political Axis

Quietist Terrorist

“At the one end is the nonactivist or
quietist...W are for peaceful change in society.
Mainly, our aimis to educate people, to train people
how to live their lives well in relation to
religion....

[A]t the other is the Mislimwho
enbraces terrorismas a legitimte
political action. ‘The Qur’an
commands: ‘Wage war until al

di sobedi ence (of divine law) is w ped
out!’...Once we have won the war...we
shall turn to other wars.’” (p. 41.)
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Judith MIler, in describing the spectrum found
within the political axis, finds many Muslim
traditionalists as “shunning politics in principle.”
(See God Has N nety-Ni ne Nanes, p. 17)

4. Fluid Nature

Cat egori es describing various school s
of thought within Islam blur and shift.

Wites Judith MIler, “...many an |slam c novenent
is sinmultaneously a political group, a mlitia, and an
amal gam of terror cells. Yesterday' s terrorist can be
today’ s peacenaker, and vice versa...But such
flexibility suggests that mlitant groups should be
eval uated not only by their words but also by their
deeds, and over tinme.” (God Has N nety-N ne Nanes, p.
17.)

V. The Fundamentalist Resurgence

Reasons for the revival of Islamc fundanmentalism
vary fromauthor to author. The follow ng responses
draw heavily fromLt. Col. David Kibble' s
“Under st andi ng | sl am ¢ Fundanental i sni and Judith
MIller's God Has N nety-Ni ne Nanes.

1. Disenchantment Rapid urbani zati on and
industrialization in the Mddl e East cause nmany
traditional peoples to feel displaced, unconfortable,
and ill at ease within the new surroundings. “Mislins
nmovi ng to urban areas found thensel ves confronted with
20t h-century Western ideas and commercialism which | ed
to a sense of not belonging. This led themto turn to
Islamis famliar roots.” (Kibble, p. 42.)

The Prince of Wil es enphasi zes this sense of
di sillusionment with the West. “Anong the many
religious, social and political causes of what we m ght
nore accurately call the Islamc revival is a powerful
feeling of disenchantnent, of the realization that...
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Western technol ogy and materi al
things are insufficient, and that
a deeper neaning to life lies

el sewhere in the essence of

| slamic belief.” (Prince Charles,
“I'slamand the West”.)

2. Demographic Implications of popul ation expl osi on
and resulting poverty. The denographic explosion, with
resul tant probl ens associated wth overpopul ati on,
contributes to the sense of estrangenent. The
straining of national resources and acconpanyi ng
destitution experienced by the nasses drives sone to
seek solace in traditional Islamc belief.

3. Populist Appeal The Islamic revolution in Iran,
coupl ed with successes by Mij ahedi n in Afghani st an,
enpower many to seek a renewed identity within their
traditional faith.

4. Response to Perceived Western Manipulation
“The West appears to selectively support Mddle Eastern
nations out of self-interest, particularly in terns of
oil and defense contracts, while condemming ot her
countries for poor human rights records..

Western policy is often not about human
rights issues at all, but about
econom c self-interests.” (Kibble, p.
44.)
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Paki stani journalist Miushahid Hussain el aborates.
“...the West applies different standards to Muslim and
non- Muslimcountries in the areas of religion,
denocracy, mlitary power, terrorismand human rights.
So-called Islam ¢ fundanental i sm has replaced comuni sm
as the West's bugbear.” (“Cold War against Islanf, Far
Eastern Economi ¢ Review, 2 Jul 1992, p. 22)

5. Reaction to Oil Dollars Related to the perception
of Western mani pulation is the theory expounded by
Egyptian intellectual Muhanmmad Sid Ahnmed. As referred
to in God Has N nety-Ni ne Nanes, oil dollars
““corrupted politically and intellectually an entire
generation and produced, in reaction, a cynical,
puritanical Islamc generation.’” (p. 468)

6. Political Expediency This is practiced by some
rulers who legitimze thensel ves through |slam

Ceneral Khalid Bin Sultan, in his description of Saddam
Hussein, identifies this | eader as soneone who uses
religion out of self-interest. (See Desert Warrior, p.
230)

7. Political Opposition These are factions who use
Islamto unite against the majority.

Fundanent al i st | sl am can
provide a rallying point--a voice
for the disinherited--for opposition
parties in sone Mddle Eastern
countries.
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In addition to reasons |isted
above, Judith MIller, (p. 468), in
describing the many factors
contributing to the Islamc revival,
identifies the follow ng as al so aiding
mlitant Islams rise.

Col | apse of Arab nationalismafter the 1967
Arab-1sraeli war.

Fall of the Soviet Union/Murxist dream of the
| ate 1980s.

Failure of nost Mddl e Eastern governments to
deliver on anbitious prom ses nmade after
i ndependence.

Cold war Western support to Muslim groups as
I nsurance agai nst Comruni st encroachnent.

V. Selected Islamic Views on Fundamentalism

Ofering a different perspective fromthe above,
Paki st an- based col umi st Mushahi d Hussai n sees the
recent Islamc reassertion as “quite normal and shoul d
not be a cause for concern in the West.” (‘Cold War
Agai nst the Islam’ Far Eastern Economi c Review, 2 Ju
1992, p. 22, NS 3300, p. 70.) According to Miushahid,
| ran and Af ghani stan bol stered Islam c self-confidence
and debunked the nyth of superpower invincibility.

Mushahi d Hussain sees three areas where the
resurgence of Islamcan be seen in a positive light.

1. Politics 1slamhel ps reassert and represent forces
opposi ng the West or corrupt, “puppet” nonarchies.

2. Culture The nosque becones a synbol for
reassertion of uniting, traditional val ues.
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3. Foreign Affairs Fundanentalist Islamcan serve as
a voice for unification in the arena of internationa
affairs.

4. Extremism

What receives even |less attention in our
Western press is the condemmati on- - by

| slam c | eaders thensel ves--of Mislim
extrem st practices.

Af ghani stan’ s Tal i ban (tahl - ee- BAHN)
interpretation and inplementation of Islamc |aw draws
harsh criticism

VI. Islam and the West

Many areas of the M ddl e East
do not prize our affluent culture.
“[Pleople in the Islamc world
genuinely fear...Wstern materialism
and nmass culture as a deadly
challenge to their Islamc culture
and way of life...

The fact is that our formof nmaterialismcan be
of fensive to devout Muslins--and | do not just nean the
extrem sts anong them” (Prince of Wales, “Islam and
the West,” p. 19.)

Sonme Islam sts do not reject Western technol ogy,
i ndustrial strength and advancenent in art and science.
Rat her, it is when Western consuner val ues run counter
to the purer teachings of Muslimfaith that conflict
ari ses.
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“Val ues rejected include
excessi ve consumerisny stress on
material gain over noral enrichnent;
perm ssive and i nmmoral manifestations,
as i n pornography, sexual
irregularities, abuse of children,
lurid enticenents of the excessive
di splay of the flesh masqueradi ng as
chic or vogue.” (Farah, p. 2)

Dr. Robert Crane accentuates this distinction,
applying it to Anerican political ideals.

“I'lt] is not the real Anerica that is
despised in the Arab or Muslim Wrld.
Anerica’ s republican institutions and
traditional values, political freedom
and material prosperity, equality of
rights and techni cal proficiency, are
all admred.

What is hated is the ugly face that noderni sm and
post - noder ni sm present: the pornography, crine,
narcotics, public indecency, polluted culture,
...insulting attitude toward religion.” (NS 3300, p.
71.)
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Vocabulary List: Fundamentalisms

Consumer values Negative Western val ues often inported to the
M ddl e East by new communi cations technol ogy. Moral
per m ssi veness, crinme, narcotics, indecency, polluted
culture and secul arized attitudes towards religion are often
seen as mani festations of consumer val ues.

Disinherited The poor, dispossessed, unenployed of a society.
Often young, this sub-class seens to have little future. In
sone M ddle East countries, the disinherited are educated
but have no jobs avail abl e.

Extremists Fanatics who use their religion for political ends,
often advocating terrorismand violence in the process

Fundamentalism Enotive | abel, often categorizing those who
woul d return to the basic, traditional, fundanental
el ements of their belief or practice. Sone fundanentalists
can be nonviolent, conservative individuals who seek
peaceful change. Ohers are extrem sts who advocate vi ol ent
change.

Militant fundamentalists Those who see their religion as
bri ngi ng about revolutionary change in their societies--
often through violent nmeans. Also called fanatical
extrem sts, radicals, or renegades.

Modernist Muslims Those who interpret their faith in ternms of
nodern know edge. These adherents often accept many Western
scientific ideas.

Modernization Using the scientific and technol ogi cal nethods of
the contenporary world to bring about change in society.
Wthin Muslimcircles, many accept nodernization but reject
the Western val ues which often acconpany such change.

Monotheism Belief in one god

Political expediency Those who use any neans available to
acconplish their political ends. Sone M ddle East |eaders
use Islamin a pragmatic sense--only to bring about their
i ntended political objectives.
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Politicized Islam Another termfor fanatical extrem st practice.
Adherents use their religious belief to bring about
political ends--often with violent neans.

Quietist Individuals and groups who advocate peaceful, non-
violent, quiet change in their society.

Religious nationalism A | ess enotionally charged term for
fundanent al i st novenents who use religion as their base.
The term describes those who apply their religion to pronote
national /political ends.

Revivalist Muslims | ndivi dual s who reject Western ideas and
call for a return to traditional |slamc ideas.

Revivalists Those take their religion seriously, advocating a
devout return to the piety and practice of their beliefs.

Tawhid (tou HEED) Proclamation of the oneness of God. Tawhid
inplies as well the inseparability of church and state
(religion and politics).

Westernization European and Anerican val ues whi ch often
acconpany noderni zation practices. Oten the termis seen
in a negative light by many M ddl e East Musli ns.
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Review Quiz: Fundamentalisms

Part 1--Multiple Choice piace the nost
correct response in the blank provided.

1. The term“mlitant fundanmentalist” nost readily equates

A. noder at es.
B. revivalists
C. fanatical extrem sts.

2. VWhat is NOT a reason for the |Islamc resurgence?
A. Reactions to oil dollars
B. Appeal of Iran and Afghani stan revol utions
C. Mddle East stability and econom c/political
const ancy

3 The Taliban is a student novenent which now controls 70

percent of which nation?

A Algeria
B. Turkey
C. Afghani stan

4. Western values commonly rejected by M ddl e East

religious nationalists include

A. Science, learning, and political equality
B. Perm ssiveness, noral laxity, consumerism
C. Technol ogy and comruni cati ons devel opnent

5. The political response seeks to separate

Islamfrompolitics at the nation/state |evel

A. noder ni st
B. secul ari st
C. fundanental i st
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6. What result conmes fromequating all Islamc

fundanental i st novenents with extremnm snf?

A. A clear picture of the Mddle East ari ses.

B. Adistorted picture arises. Many fundanentalists
are not violent, hostile, and prone to terrorism

C. Understandi ng of the nuances of Mislimthought and
practice are pronoted.

7. VWhat is NOT a reason for the resurgence of Islamc

f undanent al i snf?

A. Disenchantnment with industrialization

B. Response to perceived Western mani pul ati on of the
M ddl e East

C. Synpathetic Western nedia portrayals of Mislim
gr oups

Part 2--True/False pPiace a Tor F in the bl ank
provi ded.

1. According to author Judith Mller, mlitant Islamtakes
many fornms. It is fragnented and diverse.
2. The Islam c revival is another expression of the worl d-

wi de resurgence of religion

3. All Miuslimtraditionalists are deeply involved in the

political processes of their respective countries.

4. Most Muslinms worl dw de support the Shariah enpl oyed by

Af ghani stan’ s Tal i ban.

5. Mlitant Islamis but a segnent of the |arger worl dw de

Musl i m communi ty.

6. Many mlitant |Islam sts enbrace aspects of secul arist,

noder n t hought.

7. Many fanatical groups are fluid, everchanging in their

vi ews and conpositions.
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8.

practice.

9.

There is great variety within Islam c thought and

Sone M ddl e East | eaders support Islamc renewal for
politically expedient reasons.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

provi ded.

Moder ni st Musli ns A.

Di si nherited

Revi valist Mislins
Political expediency
West erni zati on
Consuner val ues

Qui eti st

Rel i gi ous C.

nati onal i sm
MI1itant
fundanental i sts
Tawhi d
Politicized | slam
Extrem sts

Mbder ni zati on

Monot hei sm E.

Fundanment al i sm

Part 3--Matching piace the letter of
the nbst correct answer in the bl ank

Negative Western val ues often
inported to the M ddl e East by
new communi cati ons technol ogy.
Moral perm ssiveness, crine,
narcotics, indecency, polluted
culture, and secul ari zed
attitudes towards religion are
often seen as mani festations.

The poor, dispossessed,

unenpl oyed of a society. Oten
young, this subclass seens to
have little future.

Fanatics who use their religion
for political ends, often
advocating terrorism and

vi ol ence in the process.

Enoti ve | abel, often

cat egori zing those who woul d
return to the basic,
traditional, fundanenta
elements of their belief or
practice.

Those who see their religion as
bri ngi ng about revol utionary
change in their societies--often
t hrough violent neans. Al so
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Revi val i sts

called fanatical extrem sts,
radi cal s, or renegades.

Those who interpret their faith
in ternms of nodern know edge.
These adherents often accept
many Western scientific ideas.

Using the scientific and

t echnol ogi cal nethods of the
contenporary world to bring
about change in society.

Belief in one God.

Those who use any neans
avai l abl e to acconplish their
political ends.

Another termfor fanatica
extrem st practice. Adherents
use their religious belief to
bri ng about political ends--
often with violent neans.

| ndi vi dual s and groups who
advocat e peaceful, non-violent,
‘quiet’ change in their society.

A less enotionally charged term
for fundanentalist novenents who
use religion as their base. The
term descri bes those who apply
their religion to pronote
national /political ends.

I ndi vi dual s who reject Western
ideas and call for a return to
traditional |slanc ideas.

Those who take their religion
seriously, advocating a devout
return to the piety and practice
of their beliefs.
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O Proclamation of the oneness of

God. Inplies as well the
i nseparability of church and
state (religion and politics).

Eur opean and Anerican val ues
whi ch often acconpany

nmoder ni zation practices. O ten
the termis seen in a negative
[ight by many M ddl e East

Musl i ns.

“Take a break.”
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(Sep 1990), pp. 47-60.
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Mtchell, Alison, “Chem cal Engineer is Held in the Trade Center
Blast,” (New York Tines, 11 Mar 1993, p. Al).

Moyers, Bill, The Arab Wrld: Conversations on Arab Hi story,
Religion and Cul ture, Public Broadcasting Five Part Video
Series, especially program Three “The I mage of God” and Five
“Arabs and the West.” (Mystic Fire Video, Inc., Cooper
Station, New York: 1990).

Moyers, Bill, The Arab Wrld, Conversations on Arab Hi story,
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| mrage of God.”

Pel |l etreau, Robert H., “Dealing with the MuslimPolitics of the
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council on Foreign Relations, 8 May 1996,
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is Killed,” (New York Tines, 6 Jan 1996, p. A3). Account
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Schnmemann, Serge, “Terror Isn’'t Alone as a Threat to M deast
Peace,” New York Tines, (3 Mar 1996), p. 4-1.
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Here's Islam” New York Tines, (21 Jan 1996), p. 4-1.
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U.S. Departnent of State, 1995 Patterns of d obal Terrorism
(O fice of the Coordinator for Counterterrorism Apr 1996,
[ >gopher://gopher.state.gov:...,]).

Wen, Christopher, “U'S. Jury convicts 3 in a Conspiracy to Bonb
Airliners,” (New York Tines, 5 Sep 1996, p. Al).

Ii—
“Be diligent.”
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